Mikey Timeline: revised draft 08Dec2011

7th September 2003
Mikey died in the custody of West Midlands police
This is what happened.   Police officers were called by concerned family members because Mikey had broken a window. The officers  drove a police car at Mikey,  beat him with a baton, CS gassed him, restrained him and, knowing he was injured, and drove him to a police station not a hospital.  He died.

8th September 2003
The police investigation 

Because the death took place before the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) was established the investigation into Mikey’s death was carried out by Northamptonshire police under the supervision of the Police Complaints Authority.  Northamptonshire had taken over the investigation from the West Midlands Police in whose custody Mikey had died. Supervision of the investigation was then handed over to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) shortly after its launch in March 2004.

15th November 2003
March from Lozells to Thornhill Road police station
Over 500 people joined the procession to Thornhill Road police station, followed by a rally at Handsworth Park.

February/March 2004
Northamptonshire Police report completed
Files were sent to the Crown Prosecution Service by Northamptonshire Police in late February/March 2004.

5th March 2004 
Inquest Hearing
The inquest, which began on 5th March 2004, had been hampered because crucial pathologist’s reports had not been submitted. The hearing heard that only two of the four pathologists were happy for their findings to be made public. Consequently the inquest was adjourned.

7th January 2005
Police escape manslaughter charges
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) revealed that police officers connected to the case would not face manslaughter charges. Instead eight officers were to be prosecuted for misconduct and two for dangerous driving and assault.

See the full details in later entry – 8th May 2006
22nd February 2005
Application by lawyers representing police officers to move trial
The criminal trial was moved to Leicester Crown Court after lawyers for the officers successfully argued they would not get a fair trial in Birmingham.

16th December 2005
Appeal to dismiss denied
Following dismissal proceedings lodged by lawyers for the officers early in 2005, the trial Judge at Birmingham Crown Court ruled that the dismissal requests would be denied.

27th March 2006 – Preliminary Hearing Leicester
Courtenay Griffiths QC lead the prosecution counsel.

8th May 2006
Crown Court Trial of 10 Police officers at Leicester Crown Court
Inspector Anthony James Guest, Police Constable Andrew Glenn Edwards, Police Constable Luke Anthony Gill, Police Constable Nigel Peter Hackett, Police Constable Steven Michael Hollyman, Police Constable Lee Andrew Howard, Police Sergeant David Williams, Police Constable Christopher John Wilson were indicted on charges of misconduct in public office.

PC Timothy Peter Lewis and PC Hadley were indicted on charges of dangerous driving. No charges were brought in relation to Mikey’s death itself

28th June 2006 – Four officers cleared on the judge’s direction
2nd August 2006
Six officers cleared

Four by the jury and two by the Judge after the Crown Prosecution Service decided not to have a retrial after the jury could not reach a verdict. 

3rd April 2007
Powell family response to IPCC decision not to discipline officers
In responding to the decision of the IPCC not to bring disciplinary charges against any of the police officers involved in Mikey’s death the family’s statement read; "The IPCCs decision, like so many of its decisions demonstrates their refusal to proceed with any disciplinary action at all when people die in police custody".

2nd March 2009

Inquest into the death of Mikey Powell due to start
This was adjourned following the family’s complaint that the Coroner and Northamptonshire police had withheld and failed to disclose significant amounts of documents from them.

9th June 2009 

High Court decision permits challenge to failure to provide documents to family

A deputy High Court Judge, Mr CMG Ockleton, gave permission for Claris Powell, Mikey’s mother, to bring proceedings for judicial review against the Coroner and Northants police.  He held it was arguable that the Coroner had “no proper basis for his conclusion that none of the material that he has not seen ought to be available at the inquest”.  

2nd July 2009  

High Court hearing and order for disclosure

Hearing of judicial review during which Northants police conceded Mrs Powell’s claim for documents and submitted to an order that they provide the family with access to all the documents sought. 

4th November 2009 

Full Inquest into death of Mikey Powell to begin
It is due to last for 6 weeks.

18th December 2009
Powell family applaud jury verdict.
See the full details > |  See archive & current updates here >
September 2011  
Family win right to investigations

IPCC takes over van investigation and West Midlands Police Authority to investigate Chief Constable.
See details ‘van investigation > |  See details ‘WMPA investigation’ >
